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TO THE EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS. 

S1r,—Being young in years and having very late- 
ly had my eyes opened to see the extent of thedivine 
benevolence in the salvation of the human family ; I 
wish that you would be so kind as to give a brief ex- 
planation on the parable of the rich man and Laza- 
rus, recorded in the xvi Chap. of Luke. 

J. BRAKEMAN. 
ANSWER. 

Although we have been and still are taught that 
this is no parable, but it is an account of a rich man 
and a beggar; the former of whom died and went to 
a hell of material fire and brimstone, or to a state of 
toisery after death, the latter of whom died and was 
carried by anrels into Abraham’s bosom; yet every 
reasonable examination of this subject, will convince 
us that it is not, nor can it be considered as a literal 
transaction, but on the other hand, is a parable or a 
figurative manner of representing things which were 
to take place in regard to the Jews the ancient visi- 
ble people of God, as a rich man ; and the Gentile 
nations under the notion or denomination of a beggar. 
The literal explanation of this subject, viz. that the 
rich man was an individual, and that after he died 
went to the limitarian’s hell; and that the beggar 
went to Abraham’s bosom in a literal sense, is attend- 
ed with absurdities too great to be admitted. and with 
objectiuns too great for any limitarian to answer.— 
What could Abraham's bosom do (if understood in a 
literal sense) with only the beggar? And if the rich 
man lifted up his eyes in the flames of hell fire (as the 
orthodox pretend) why is it that he only wanted Luz- 
arus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool his 
tongue? certainly his eyesmust be in anguish as wel] 
as his tongue (if this were literal) and his body, like- 
wise, must feel some torment. <A drop of water (if 
this were literal) would bea poor relief toa man in 
sucha situation. In short, the idea of this as a liter- 
al translation, can never be supported on any prin- 
ciple of reason or consistency. Its meaning must be 
looked for from some other quarter, or it must ever 
remain as a relation of a transaction, which no man 
can understand. 

If, then, it cannot be considered as literal, how 
shall it be understood? I answer, as a parable, or 
asa figure, by which the Jews and Gentiles are ex- 
hibited under the dispensation of the gospel, which 
was then shortly to take place. Christ and his apos- 
tles lived under the legal dispensation; the gospel 
dispensation was then future. Under the legal dis- 
pensation, the Jews, with the high-priest at their 
head, were the rich man. To them pertained the 
glory, the covenants, the adoption, the giving of the 
law, the service of God, and the promises. Of them 
as concerning the flesh, Christ came, who is over all 
God blessed, forever. Thus the Jewish nation, un- 
der their dispensation, and in comparison of other 
nations, was the rich man; they fared sumptuously 
every day, in the spiritual privileges they enjoyed. 
This rich man was clothed in purple and fine linen. 
The Jewish high-priest, the head of their nation, 
was literally thus clothed, but this only represented 
the blessings and prtvileges they enjoyed over the 





| This seeming objection does not reach the case 


Gentile nations. The Gentile nations being left to 
group in ignorance; and bh eing destitute of the know!l- 
edge of the ordinances of t hat dispensation, and given 
up to idolatry, were the beggar. The beggary of 
the Gentiles was great and deplorable for many 
ages; ignorance, superstition and idolatry, and :dol- 
atry of the grossest kind', were the things which 
characterized the world. Here was the beggary— 
This beggar desired to be fed with the crumbs of the 
rich man, i. e. with the knowledge of truth; with 

the knowledge of the latv andthe blessings of the 

Jewish dispensation. Hence we read of many from 
among the Gentiles, who became proselites to the 

Jewish religion. {ndeed, it is natural for all mento 

desire te know that which will conduce to their final 

good; beca.usec happiness is that which every man 

desires. P'he dogs came and licked his sores; i. e. 

the philosophers and wise men among the Gentiles 

Lad many ¢:xcellent maxims of morality, which were 

profitable a.nd soothing to that ignorant and afflicted 

people ; atid as the Gentiles were considered as dogs 

by the Jews; so the allusion is natural that the dis- 

tresses of this people should be lessened by the in- 

structions of iheir judgesor wisemen. But this beg- 

gar died. How and when did the Gentiles die?— 

Their d¢-ath was their conviction of the sin and folly 

of iheir !former idolatrous course of life, so that they 
were de:ac as to any confidence in it. Thus the 
spread af the gospel, by the preaching of the apos- 
tles, was almost wholly among the Gentiles; and this 
death of the Gentiles took place before the destrne- 
tion of J erusalem. 

(To be continued.) 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
ENDLESS DAMNATION. 


This is a Pagan doctrine, no where found in 
the Bitble, and denied by all God’s holy proph- 
ets, siltice the world began. That passage of 
of holsy writ, “ The Lord is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works” is declar- 
ed to be false, as often as the soul chilling doc- 
trine of endless danination is supposed to be 
true. To admit this horrid dogma, I must first 
believe my Creator a relentless, savage mas- 
ter, towards some of his offspring, and then a 
pernicious liar!—and yet Fam urged to be- 
lieve the Pagan notion!!! Thege are the only 
terms on which it is possible for me ever to 
receive the doctrine of an endless hell, as truth; 
and for the following reasons, viz. 

If any one member of the human family shall 
be endlessly miserable, from what: ¥er secon- 
dary cause, then it follows that God created 
that individual for that express purpose, and 
for no other. I am aware that some will at- 
tempt to stop. me here, by saving that those 
who are thus to suffer, have brought the pun- 
ishment upon themselves, by their conduct.— 
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in hand, and can have nothing to do with it.— 
Ail will admit that God had a design in| mak- 
ing that man, (for Eternal Wisdom would nev- 
er work without a plan) and that the design, 
whatever it is, will be accomplished, unless 
prevented by a higher power than its. author.— 
This is impossible, because no such power ex- 
ists; and therefore the plan must go into effect. 
This brings us back to our own subject. The 
man, then, was made for some particular, or 
appointed place; and the result will show 
what place. If, then, he goes to a place of 
endless torment, he was created to go there ; 
it being part of tie plan of Deity—which no 
power can thwart—carried into execution by 
himself. Will any one say that this man was 
created to be carried to Heaven? None will 
say it, because that would prove a frustration 
of the divine plan. Will any oue say that the 
man was created without design? I never 
saw one who believed in the existence of a God, 
that would say he thought so, and I may safely 
assure there is no such. The position, then, is 
proved; and proved, too, by the evidence of 
my opponents, viz. that if any one man shall 
suffer endless punishment, he was created ex- 
pressly to suffer it ! pea ii 

The question here occurs, had this man any 
agency in his own creation? All say, no— 


Again—did he possess any power by which he | 


might have prevented his own creation? The 


same answer must be ‘given. Then be was 
FORCED into existence, upon such terms as 
ensured his endless misery! Now let me ask, 
would not such a being have been better situa- 
ted without ever having had an existence, upon 
such terms? In other words, is not an exis- 
tence, npon such terms, a real calamity, and to 
be dreaded ? All must answer, YES! Reader, 
my first position, viz. “ If the doctrine of end- 
less punishment is true, our Creator is a re- 
lentless, savage monster,” you now see fully 
proved, 

My second reason for refusing the doetrine 
of endless punishment is, it contradicts revela- 
tion, and makes God a liar. That *‘ the Lord 
is good to all, and his tender mercies over all 
his works” I believe. - This cannot be true, as 
we have already seen, if any are to suffer end- 
lessly. All men will be gainers by their exis- 
tence, if they areto be happy in eternity, though 
they may suffer’ here—because, taking their 
whole existence together, they will enjoy more 
than they suffer. ‘This makes God good to all. 
But all those who are to be miserable in eterni- 
ty, let their condition here be what it may, will 
be losers by their existence, because they will, 
taking their whole existence together, suffer 
more than they enjoy. This maxes Goda 
God of evil to this part of his creatures, be- 
cause he created them to more misery than hap- 
viness. Is it not proved, then, that the doc- 
trine of endless damnation is false? No man 
can show that it is not. B. 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN TELESCOPE. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL-BOUKS. 

ps Their fear towards me is taught by the pre- 
cept of men.” Isaiah xxix. 13, 

It may not be improper to inquire, what this 
fear is, that is taught 62 the. precept of men.— 
it is not that fear which the wise man denomi- 
nates the beginning of wisdom ; nor is it that 
kind of fear which a child possesses for a kind 
and benevolent jather, who is seeking to pro- 
mote his happiness and honor by every laudable 
means in his power. But itis that kind of fear 
known only to the cringing vassa!, and the tim- 
erous brute. It is a slavish and brutal fear.— 
The fear which is taught by the precepé of men, 
is synonymous with that that which is inspired 
by a sense of infinite cruelty and hatred 5 which 
originates in the mind, from a conviction, that 
the Omnipotent Jehovah, is a being who burns 
with incensed malignity, and breathes forth 
the flames of hot indignation against his own 
dependent offspring, and will finally consign a 
large portion ef his own creatures, to the dismal 
regions of Tartarus, there to welter in flames 
of infinite wrath, cheered with no prospect but 
an eternity of torment, and saluted with no 
milder notes thin the wild howlings of infernal 
demons ! 

The books which are introduced into the 
Sunday Schools in this town, and which are 
distributed to the emulous youth and children, 
| to reward and excite their diligence in their 
| studies, are eminently calculated to produce in 
their infantile minds the fear above mentioned. 
| In confirmation of this I need only to refer you 

to one of the books now in my possession, enti- 
| tled “ Reward for Good Conduct at the Sab- 
_ bath School ;’—and for what other purpose the 
| the reader in charity and candor may judge.— 

ut whoever will be at the trouble to canvass 
| its contents, cannot fail of a full conviction, that 
its evident design isto fill the tender mind with 
sentiments creative of anguish and corrode the 
| soul with fictitions and awful forebodings of a 
_ future existence. . 

As a specimen we offer the following which 
the reader will recollect is given to encourage 
and quicken the emulation and progress of the 
| tender offspring of our enlightened parents ! 

** What if the Lord grow wrath and swear, 
While I refuse to read and pray, 

That he'll refuse to lend an ear 

To all my groans another day. 








What if his dreadful anger burn, 
While I refuse his offered grace, 
And all his love to fury turn 

And strike me dead upon the place 


*Tis dangerous to provoke a God ; 
His power and vengeance none can tell: 
One stroke of his almighty rod 
Shall send young sinners quick to hell.” | 
All who are in any degree acquainted with 
the tender genius of infantile minds, cannot but 
be sensible of the fatal impression which the com- 
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munication of such sentiments as these, have 
upon their immature understandings; and when 
we consider that the impressions of childhood 
are generally the most permanent, and the ex- 
treme difficulty of eradicating from the mind, the 
sentiments, or prejudices which we imbibe in 
the spring of life, the great importance of rightly 
educating the youthful mind, rises in full and 
perfect spendor before us. ; 

“I shall make one more quotation ; not that I 
am fond of fiction, or desirous of giving public- 
ity to pious fraud ; but, that I may, if possible, 
be instrumental in exposing clerical artifice, 
and induce the wise and prudent, to institute 
an effectual barrier, to this disgraceful and God- 
dishonoring traffick!/ 

‘* Just as a tree cut down that fell 
To north or southward, there it lies. 
So man departs to heaven or hell, 
Fixt in the state wherein he dies ? 








There is adreadful hell, 

And everlasting pains ; 

There smners must with devils dwell, 
In darkness, fire, and chains.” 

It must be truly encouraging to the abettors 
and directors of these schools, to observe in pa- 
rents a disposition to countenance, and a mani- 
fest desire tosupport and magnify them. But do 
parents in general know the real design of these 
iustitutions’ It is declared to be the design of 
these schools, to make our youth acquainted 
with divine truth—to acquaint them with the 
true character of their Creator, and of the de- 
sign of their being ; and indeed, were this the 
fact, it would be a benevolent and glorious ef- 
fort not unworthy the most exalted piety, and 
highly honorable to the projectors and abettors, 
and worthy universal commendation and sup- 
port. But by their fruits ye shall know them. 
Yes; and though Satan himself be transforined 
into an angel of light, and for a season wear 
the phylacteries of piety and seeniug godliness 
yet when he has secured his object, and accom- 
plished his designs, it is then that the deception 
vanishes, and he blazes forth in his. native de- 
formity ! 

Parents! if you would inspire the minds of 
your tender offspring with the idea that God our 
Creator and merciful benefactor, is a revenge- 
ful, malicious, partial, lustful,.and wrathful 
being, who may be placated or incensed to an 
infinite degree by his creatures—If you would 


ration and read in their hearing that “ God is 
‘love 3” that he is the “ Father of Spirits ;” that 
his “tender mercies are over all his works ;” 
“that the creature was made subject to vanity iG 
‘not willingly, but by reason of him who hath 44 
' subjected the same in hope; because the crea- 

| ture itself shall be delivered from the bondage ¥ 
of corruption, into the glorious liberty of the 
| children of God.” And if you would render 
them ornaments to society, and votaries of vir- 
ture,early inculcate and impress upon their 
minds the duty they owe. to their Creator, to iP 
themselves, and to their fellow creatures, which ie 
cannot be better expressed than in the following 















| allude to the necessary restraints which religion 






requisition ; ‘to do justly, andto love mercy, 
and to walk humbly with thy God ?” thorough- 
lv ingraft this requisition into the minds of your 
children and convince them that happiness or 
misery will be theirs, according as they obey o- 
bey or disobey, and you will do more towards 
laying a foundation of virtue and piety in their 
hearts, than all the dogmas and_ superstitions 
which are taught in these schools. 










‘J. . B. 











FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 

STACKHOUSE’S HISTORY OF THE BIBLE, 

Messrs. Editors,—Should the following re- 
marks, which were suggested by a passage in 
Stackhouse’s History of the bible, be thought 
useful to the readers of vour paper, they are at 
your disposal. They relate toa subject which 
has, from time immemorial, received at least, 
much nominal attention from the professed guar- 
dians of the virtue end happiness of mankind. ¥ 
















imposes upon the passions ard the depraved 
inclinations of the human heart. Without. the 
influence of religion, the purest and the most 
powerful principles of morality, it is believed, 
or professed to be believed, with all the fears 
they can excite, and all the hopes they can inspire, 
inefficient, and even disastrious to the souls of 
men. And in fact, religion itself, is supposed 
to be like Sampson shorn of his locks, unless it 
is attended with a suitable retinue. It must 
come tothe minds of men, if not to their hearts, 
clothed with appropriate sauctions. These are 
contained in the rewards and _ punishments 
which religion discioses. But in imitation of 
the eye which is in the ends of the earth, the 
chief of these sanctions, those which are de- 
















impress them with the sentiment that he has 
created myriads of beings like themselves for no | 
other purpose than to be the endless sport of 
fiends and devils—If you would distort their 
minds with fear and anguish by filling tem with 
the sentiments, and enforcing the shackles of | 
Pagan superstition you have only to expose | 
them to the unrelenting duplicity of an ambi- | 
tious and designing priestcraft, and once for. all | 
you have obtained your desire! But if you 

would wish to make them acquainted with the 
true character of their Creator and of their e- | 
ternal destiny, open the volume of divine inspi- , 















signed to have the most powerful effect upon the 
passions and the conduct of men, are placed in- 
finitely beyond the reach of human observation, 
The scene of them is laid in the aivisible world. 
The sanctions to waich I allude are eternal 
happiness as the reward of obedience, and eter- 
nal misery as the just punishment of transgression. 
These are to hold in check the unhaliowed and 
violent. passions ef falien man. But the impene- 
trable curtain which separates time from eterni- 
ty effectually hides the charms -of the one, and 
terrors of the other from every creature which 
can be benefitted by them. This irrational dis- 
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position of religious sanctions originated in the 
foolish imagination of ancient heathen nations. 
The existence of such sanctions was not, in the 
originators of them, a subject of serious, settled 
belief; buta mere expedient. They considered 
it, though a groundless phantasm in itself a piece 
of sound state policy. For the truth of this 
statement we have the authority of the learned, 
and orthodox Stackhouse. Speaking of Seneca, 
Socrates, and Cicero, he says,“ They had weak 
and uncertain notions of a future state; for, 
though the poets had prettily fancied an elysium 
and an hell; yet all sober men looked upon 
these rather as well contrived restraints for the 
vulgar, than any matters of their own belief.” 
These imaginary restraints upon the vicious 
propensities ofthe vulgar were contrived by men, 
of whom the apostle Paul says, “ Professing them- 
selves to ke wise, they became focls.” The folly 
of this heathen contrivance appears upon the 
very face of it. Upon all the sober part of the 
community, these pretended restraints were to- 
tally lost, for they did not believe them, and 
their impotency with respect to the residue is 
evinced by the voice of all history. They were 
too thoughtless of sacred things, and too in- 
temperate in their corrupt pursuits, to be influ- 
enced at all by these distant and uncertain 
phantoms. The couclusion is therefore inevit- 
able that these restraints were merely ideal.— 
Thev had no real existence. They exerted no 
salutary influence upon either the sober or the 
vulgar classes of the community. Had these 


well contrived restraints been struck from the 


catalogue of their superstitions, the heathen 
world could not have been more immoral and 
dissolvte than they actually were. Of this we 
are crtain. The great apostle of the Gentiles 
assures us, that, they “ were filled with all un- 
righteousness, fornication, wickedness, covet- 
ousness, maliciousness ; fullof envy, murder, 
debate, deceit, malignity 5 whisperers, backbi- 
ters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, 
inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 
without understanding, covenant-breakers, with- 
out natural affection, implacable, unmerciful.” 
Could they have been more coriupt without 
the sanctions of superstition, resulting from their 
hope of Elysium, and their fear of tartarus >— 
Where were the restraints which had been con- 
trived for the vulgar dering the reign of all this 
folly, impiety, and immorality? Why doubt- 
less they were where they always resided, in the 
idje and useless speculations of the poets and 
the priesthood. They were a cunning contri- 
vance subservient to no end, but to form an un- 
just distinction between the vulgar, and the de- 
signing and ambitious few, who gloried in do- 
mination. What reason then have we to rejoice 
that the throne of idolatry is demolished, that 
the empire of heathen superstitions is overturn- 
ed? But are we sure that the demolition of 
pagan idolatry has effectually removed this er- 
ro..eous principle upon which pagan poets and 
priests attempted, in vain, to inforce upon men, 





the practice of religious and moral duties 7>— 
Have not the poets, and the sober teachers in 
christendom adopted in substance, the same ex. 
pedient, the same clnmsy contrivance, to act as 
restraints, not upon themselves, nor the sober, 
enlightened portion of society, but upon the vul- 
gar? We do not assert this as a fact, but we 
wish our readers to examine the subject fully 
and fearlessly, and then judge for themselves. 
Endless rewards and punishments are now sung 
by the poets and fulminated from our pulpits.— 
But do the poets and the pretates of the church 
believe these things themselves? This is ex- 
tremely doubtful to say the Jeast. The proba- 
bility is, they do not, but act upon the pagan 
principle of restraining the vulgar by terrific 
and overwhelming phantoms. But are they 
restrainee by them ? Most assuredly they are 
not. 

The doctrine of endless rewards and punish- 
ments is too disproportioned, too monstrous to 
bave any real influence upon this class of the 
community, unless perhaps, to excite ridicule o1 
contempt. With respect to them, endless re- 
wards and punishments have precisely the same 
tendency, as the doctrine of no rewards and no 
punishments at all would have. The genera! 
tendency, in either case, must be unfavorable, 
as it takes off, instead of imposing restraints. 
The diffusion of knowledge, and the impressiun 
of virtuous sentiments upon the heart, are the 
omy effectual restraints upon the passions and 
evil propensities of men. ‘¢ Who is wise, and 
he shall understand these things ? prudent, ané 
he whall know them ?” Ss. $ 


FROM THE CHRISTIAN REFLECTOR. 

THE CRUEL AND UNNATURAL FATHEK 

{na certain country, there lived a man who 
had a numerous family. His possessions were 
iniiuense ; the situation where he resided was 
beautiful in the extreme ; and if he had posses- 
sed dispositions of a kind and amiable nature, 
he might have diffused happiness to all around. 
But he was distinguished by 2 gloomy austerity 
of character, that rendered him an object of a 
version and dread. 

it happened that one of his sons committed a 
serious offence against his authority. The ta: 
ther’s wrath was immediately kindled. Itknew 
nv bounds cr season. Indignation siot, like 
fiery darts, from his revengetul countenance.— 
He was determined to inflict summary punish- 
ment on the hapless effender; and not merely 
on the offender himself, but upon all his children 
alike. They were all, he said, equally guilty ; 
and he would visit their disobedience and trans- 
gression with an equal degree of punishment. 

It was in vain that they said they were not 
present, and could, therefore, take no part in 
the offence which had been committed. The 
father was inexorable as the flinty rock ; andhe 
was resolved to punish his disobedient and rebel- 
lious children, with the utmost severity that he 
could inflict. Nav. he would also punish thei: 








GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





1U! 





offspring, if he lived to see them ; and their off- 
spring’s offspring, too, should his existence be 
protracted to such a period. He would consign 
them all to utter darkness, and inconceivable 
tormeits during the whole of their lives. They 
should see no light, they shovid taste no joy, 
they should experience no ease forever; but 
should suffer, without the least intermission, 
the most excruciating pangs of misery, till they 
could suffer no more. 

One of his sons stepped forward, to intercede 
with his father, in behalf of his brethren. He 
had been the greatest favorite with the father ; 
and was truly, in his disposition and character, 
the most amiable of the family circle. With a 
generosity unparalleled, he offered to become 
their substitute. He would be the only guilty 
creature before his father ; and would suffer in 
his own person, all the punishment which the 
father intended to inflict an his unfotunate 
children; previded he would turn away his 
wrath and be reconciled to them. 
that he might become a sacrifice for them; that 
he might pour forth his blood, and devote him 
self to death, if that would appease his father’s 
anger, and propitiate his mercy. 

The proposal was accepted with an eager- 
ness which malignity is wont to display. It 
seems as if the father delighted in the idea of 
immolating his most amiable son; as if he 
thirsted to drink the vital current that flowed in 
ius pure veins. 





The innocent victim stood forth coel and un-} 


dismayed ; and baring his bosom with a smile 
of serenity, the father plunged the fatal dagger 
into his vitals, and he fell lifeless at his feet. 

All, they now thought, was buried in oblivion. 
The price which bad been given to purchase 
peace and reconciliation, was of such a nature 
as to disarm every feeling cf indignation and | 
wrath 3 and they implored the forgiveness which 
the father had promised for the sake of his once 
favorite son. But most of them, alas! implor- 
ed in vain. For they learned to their utter con- 
sternation, that their father had long since form- 
ed an arbitrary and irreversible determination 
merely to select a few, about one fouth, of his 
children to his peculiar favor, and consigy the 
rest to inconceivable misery during their natural 
lives; and this too without any regard to rverit 
onthe other; but merely for his own . ood 
pleasure, and to exercise his parental aut) rity 

Thus the greater portion of them were ¢ .om- 
-d to unutterable misery through the wh 2 of 
their lives. 

EXPLANATION. 

According to the doctrine of reputed ortho- 
deoxy, the father above described, is the univer- 
sal Father; the children are all mankinc ; the 
son who committed the ofience, Adam, the jro- 





He begged | 





genitor of the human race ; and the son who 
offered himself as a sacrifice, to appease the {°a- 
ther’s anger, Jesus Christ ; the Son of God: | | 
For according to this doctzine, we are told, that. 


in consequence of thesin of Adam, all mankind | charity cannot abound, nor can the pewer of 


fell under the curse of God to all eternity. But 
Jesus Christ stepped forward and offered to be- 
come a sacrifice in their place and stead; to 
take upon Limself all their sins, and suffer as 
their substitute, all the punishment which they 
deserved: that he might reconcile God tu his 
creatures, and appease his anger; yet, notwith- 
standing, that Jesus died as a sacrifice for the 
sins of ail mankind, only a few are to be bene- 
fitted by the sacrifice which he is said to have 
made ; for before the foundation of the world, 
God elected a certain number to everlasting plo- 
ry, and ordained the res: to dishonor and wrath 
to the praise of his vindictive justice. ’ 

Such is the character of reputed orthodoxy ! 
Such the representation which it gives of that 
great and good Being, who is the common Fa- 
ther of us all, and who is emphatically denomi- 
nated Tue Gop or Love! 

“ An eminent Pagan writer,” says Mr. Ad- 
dison, (Spec. No. 494) “ has made a discourse 
to show that the Atheist, who denies a God, 
does him less dishonor than the man who owns 
his being, but who at the same time believes 
iim to be cruel, hard to please, and terrible to 
human nature. ‘ For my own patt,” says he, 
“I would rather it should be said of me, that 
there never was such a man as Plutarch, than 
that Plutarch was ill-natured, capricious, or 
inhuman.” 

‘“* He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 
















































REUEL LOTHROP. 

“ The Ministerial Conference of the Wood- 
sto: /: Baptist Association, being met in Rock- 
ingham, onthe 12th of Janvary instant (1825) 
receiving evidence that the moral conduct of 
Elder Reuel Lothrop has, for a considerable 
time past, been such as is inconsistent with the 
character of a minister of Christ, particularly, 
that he is addicted to the sin of intemperence, 
and has repeatedly abused his wife, do hereby 
announce to the churches of their denomination, 
that they are of opinion that he onght not to be 
received, nor countenanced in any wise as a 
minister of the gospel.””— Yeoman. 

This Baptist annunciation most clearly proves, 
that, in the estimation of the Conference, heresy 
is worse than vice ; for although they admit his 
general conduct is bad, that he is intemperate 
ané that he has aLused his wife, they only say 
‘that he ought not to be received, nor counte- 
nanced in any wise as a minister of the gospel.” 
Had he been a Universalist, no purity of heart, 
no rectitude of action could have saved him ‘a 
considerable time’ from anathema er exclusion, 
but as he was a constant and bitter opposer of 
Universalism, general immorality, intemper- 
ance and abuse of his wife did not for ‘a con- 
siderable time’ withdraw the fellowship or ap- 
proval of his brethren, compared with heresy, 
were light and venial offences, scarcely deserv- 
ing of notice or reproof. While love of sect 
constitutes -piety, and secession is irreligion, 
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godliness be felt in the heart, or manifested in 
lip or life. 

We have mentioned the above case for its 
novelty ; the Baptists for a number of years 
having silenced their preachers and excommu- 
nicated their members for the unpardonable sin 
of Universalism-—Religious Ing. 

SAURIN. 

This celebrated preacher, after baving de- 
livered a long sermon to prove the truth ofend- 
less misery, thus remarks,‘ I sink, I sink under 
the awful Weight of my subject; aud I declare, 
when I see my friends, my relations, the people 
of my charge, this whele congregation ; when I 
think that-4, that you, that we are all threatened 
with these torments; when I see in the luke- 
warmness of my devotions, in the langor of my 
love, in the levity of my resolutions and designs, 
the least evidence, though it be only presumptive, 
of my future misery, yet I find in the thought a 
mortal poison, which diffuseth itself into every 
period of life, rendering society tiresome, nour- 
ishment insipid, pleasure disgustful, and life itself 
a cruel bitter. 1 cease to wonder that the tear 
of hell hath made some mad and others mel- 
ancholy.” Ifsuch effects result from a_ belief 
in eternal misery, and if those possessed of the 
most god-like feelings endure the greatest degree 
of suffering, how can it be a doctrine of truth. 
when people become dissatisfied with it in pro- 
portion as they assimilate to their heavenly 
Father ? itis truly astonishing that christians 
feel deep sorrow in believing a docirine in this 


world, which they expect to contemplate with | 


unutterable joy in the future ; especially, as their 
preparation for the coming state renders this 
sentiment more and still more revolting. 


ONLY. 

Some time since, I was present at a party 
where a young lady indulged herself in the 
most bitter sarcasms of some persons absent. A 
minister at last denied some of her statements, 
and was proceeding to unravel the truth, when 
she stopped him thus: ‘ Why, how rude! you 
cannot surely think me serious! J] was only 
in a joke.’ 

I was some time since at a friend’s, when his 
wife returned from market: ‘My love, see 
what fine shad, it’s the first this season.’ ‘ In- 
deed! what did you pay for it?’ ‘ Only a dol- 
lar and a half.’ ‘ And the peas?’ ‘ Only a 
dollar.” ‘I shall be ruined—two dollars and a 
half for a small shad and a handful of peas !” 
‘ Pshaw !’ she added, ‘ nonsense! I’m sure it’s 
very cheap ; besides it’s ovly once in the way.’ 

I was standing before a house, reflecting upon 
death, as a corpse was coming along: my ac- 
quaintance lived there, and saw me: ‘Come 
ip,’ said he, ‘ do not stay there, man, it’s only a 
funeral; did you never see a funeral be- 
fore °?? 

Watching some girls flirting about with bon- 
nets nearly large enough for a parasol, and the 


lace flounces haif a yard deep, trailing in the 
mud, I asked, § What is the price of that Leg- 
horn ready to fly away’? ‘ Only forty dol- 
lars.” ¢ What is the price of the lace ?’ £ Only 
three dollars a yard.’ ‘How many yards in 
the whole ?? ‘Only fifteen yards.’ 

So I have seen boys buyiug an orange, a 
stick, aknife, ‘k’s only twopence! It’s only 
sixpence! ‘What is. sixpence ?? He adds, 
*‘ Nothing.’ 

I one day addressed, in a serious moment, a 
gay and beautiful girl, on the uncertainty of 
life, and the necessity of a preparation for its 
close. ‘ But,’ said she, “is there any fear of 
that! All this may do very well for an old 
woman of eighty: but you know, I’m only 
eighteen.’ » 

Thus evils are ‘palliated, extravagance ex- 
cused, good purposes delayed and deteated, 
defamation supported, and roguery defended, 
by the insidious sophistry of this little talis- 
man, Only.—Christian Tel. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
CONFESSION OF FAITH. 
(Continued from page 87.) 

In my last number, want of tine prevented 
my adverting to the demonstrations which are 
found in the scriptures, of a total perversion on 
the part of Calvinists, of their true and obvious 
meaning, to establish a predetermined partia!i- 
ty in the providence of God. If every event 
| that has, or is yet to transpire, has and will con- 
tinue to take place, in pursuance of those eter- 
nal decrees which are so distinctly recognized 

in the confession of faith; I wish some one 
who is of the elect, would inform your christian 
readers, how the promises of God to his people 
‘are to be fulfilled, and at the same time his eter- 
inal decrees enforced, which dvuom such a vast 
proportion of mankind to endless burnings : 
and whether the covenant with Abraham is to 
be fulfilied according to the true and only im- 
port of the words of Jehovah himself. 


After Abraham had successfully endured ma- 
ny affiictions, and even the severe trial of offer- 
ing his own son, among other evidences of de- 
votion to his maker, it pleased Jehovah, to 
cenfrm his promise to the patriarch, and to 
say, ‘* by myself have I sworn, because thou 
hast done this thing, and hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son 3 that in blessing, I will 
bless thee,” &c. “ and in thy seed shall all the 
nations of the earth be biessed, because thou 
hast obeyed my voice.” The same promise 
was renewed and confirmed to Isaae and Ja- 
cob, and a like blessing insnred to all the fam- 
ilies of the earth. These promises were pre- 
dicated upon the fidelity of Abraham, and have 
not the remotest allusion or reference to pre- 
existing decrees upon that subject. ‘They were 
made, because, to use the language of God to 
the venerable father‘of Isaac, “ thou hast done 
this thing, and hast not withheld thy son.”— 
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The words used in this case admit of but one 
interpretation, and one meaning —The blessing 
was promised “ to all the families of the earth,” 
notwithstanding the force of Calviristic ortho- 
doxy, which consigns nine tenths of them to the 
depths and the woes of an interminable heil. 

This is but the commencement, of the con- 
elusive procfs which the sacred volume furnish- 
es, of the extended mercies ofthe creator, whic 
he has so explicitly declared to be over all the 
works of his hauds ; yet it ought of itself to be 
sufficient, to silence all doubts, as to the impar- 
tial dealings of providence, with all created in- 


telligence, and to satisfy every humble believer 


in Christ, that the promised blessing is eventu- 
ally to be realized by “all the families of the 
earth.” 

I shall here dismiss, for the present, the con- 
sideration of that portion of orthodoxy, which 
makes the deluded follower confess that which 
he neither understands nor believes. In my 
next, I shall take a cursory view of the coutra- 
dictory character of the different articles of the 
puritan faith. and shall prove, beyond the reach 
of cavil or contradiction, that no honest chris- 
tian, has ever read them, compared with his 
bibie—fully comprehended their meaning, and 
then deliberately confessed his belief there- 
in, C. 

(To be continued.) 





QUESTIONS. 

Have you a Saviour ? if you have, either in 
the purpose of God, or in actual experience, 
will you not be saved? If you haveno Saviour, 
either in the plan of Heaven, or in your own 
experience, is your salvation possible? If you 
can be saved without a Saviour, how do you need 
one ? but if you cannut be saved without a Sa- 
viour, and none be provided for you, is not your 
ruin certain? If you can procure a Saviour, 
you can save yourself, for in this case both means 
and disposition are in your possession. If you 
can not save yourself, you do not possess the 
ability , though you may feel the inclination.— 
God sent his Son for the salvation of the human 
family ; should not each of our race be saved, 
each have a Saviour, but should not each be 
saved, it would be evident that Christ did not 
experience death for all, as none of Gud’s ap- 
pointments are contingent. If there be any for 
whom a Saviour is not provided, it is perfectly 
idle to urge them to confide in God to the sav- 
ing of their souls, as any trust would be utterly 
unavailing ; but if God have sent Jesus for each 
of the world, incalculable good may result from 
heseeching all men to rely on a gracious Crea- 
tor, and to evidence their confidence by a 
cheerful observance of his commands. Let 
each one then put these questions to himself, 
and answer them to his conscience and his 
God.. Have I a Saviour? if I have none, is 
not my damnation fixed? If I have a Saviour, 
shall I not be saved? for how can I have a 
Saviour who does not save me? Let those, 





who have a Saviour, express theeir trust in 
Heaven by gratitude and obedience ; but let 
those, who have no Saviour, prepare themselves 
for the damnation for which they were created. 


PROSPECTUS 


OF THE 


Cvangelical Hestorationst, 
To eee semi-monthly, in the City of Troy, 
- ¥. at $1 per year in. advance, or $1,25 
im sic months—by 

BARZILLAI STREETER & DOLPHUS SKINNER. 

Persuaded of the utility and absolute neces- 
sity of the proposed publication, the Editors 
have been urged by many considerations of 
duty, to send forth these proposals for the pat- 
ronage of the friends of liberal and rational 
Christianity. 

Livipg in an age peculiarly inquisitive, and 
in a section of couniry where crafiy and sys- 
tematic plans, designed to supplant sound prin- 
ciples of religion, and to give prevalence and 
permanence to partial theories, are in vigorous 
operation, it becomes the imperious duty of 
liberal and enlightened Christians, to make 
spirited exertions to counteract their influence. 
Almost entombed, as we are, with Tracts, 
Pampulets, Essays and other periodical publi- 
cations, teaching for doctrines the traditions 
and commandments of men, the friends of truth 
canuot hesitate for a moment, to give their hear- 
ty and cheerful support to a publication, de- 
signed to rebut these miserable forgeries, and 
to deliver this mass of delusion, the pure prin- 
ciples of the doctrine of Christ. When we 
witness ecclesiastics and politicians uttering 
their influence and artifice, to work these tracts 
into all our common schools, that the peculiar- 
ities of Calvinism may be engrafted deep and 
strong into the minds of children before they 
have penetration to detect its absurdity, we 
have reason to be alarmed at the signs of the 
times, and instantly aroused to measures of re- 
sistance. If this monopolizing spirit be not 
met and repulsed, the time is not distant, when 
the chart of our religious liberty will be swept 
to oblivion, and our children be left to weep 
under the oppression of clerical despotism. 

We see already in our religious horizon, a 
dark, portentious cloud, charged with moral 
pestilence, and rising as upon a whirlwind, 
threatening to rain down its horrid contents up- 
on our land; and it remains with our brethren, 
in the faith of the gospel, to say, by their liber- 
al patronage of this work, that they will scatter, 
if possible, the collecting storm, and defend, 
against the usurper of their rights, the inherit- 
ance of religious liberty and truth, for their 
children’s children. By giving the “ Evangel- 
ical Restorationist” a generous and extensive 
patronage, the gospel salvation may find its 
way into hundreds of families, and thousands of 
hearts, who, without it, might live “ without 
God and without hope in the world.” You 








have now & convenient opportunity of deciding 
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whether your children shall grow up in the 
moonlight of self-styled orthodoxy, or in the 
sun-beams of the gospel 5 whether they shall be 
fed upon the skeleton of error ull they have lost 
all relish for wholesome and rational truth, or 
whether you will bless them with an opportuni- 
ty of proving all things, that they may hold 
fast that which is good. 

The Editors, wish not to raise high expecta- 
tions of the proposed work, but to impress up- 
on the minds of the liberal, the importance of 
giving ita general circulation. We deem it ex- 
pedient to state the contemplated design and 
character of the publication. 

1. The Evancericat Resrorationist will 
be devoted io a scriptural and argumentative 
illustration and defence of the doctrine of Uni- 
versal Restoration, in opposition to the elerni- 
ty of misery on the one hand, and annihiiation 
on the other. 

2. Its columns will be open for the commu- 
nications of temperate and charitable writers of 
all denominations, but the Editors retain the 
right of comparing them with the ‘ touch stone,’ 
the law and testimory. 

3. Its object being to combat error and not 
men, all personal invective and satire will be 
carefully avoided. 


4. Besides original and selected articles on | 


doctrinal and practical subjects, the work wiil 
be interspersed with religious intelligence, inter- 
esting anecdotes, poetic effusions, and hymene- 
al and obituary notices. All conducted in a 
spirit becoming the gospel, and rendered as in- 


teresting and usé@ful as possible. 
——___i_°n. 
PCETRY. 


I will sing praise to thi name, O thon most High. 











FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
; NOW AND THEN. 

[n distant days of wild romance, 

Of magic mist and fable, 
When stones could argue, trees advance, 

And brutes to talk were able, 
When shrubs and flowers were said to preach 
And manage all the parts of speech , 


Twas then, no doubt, if’twasat all, 
(But doubts we need not mention,) 
That THEN and NOW, two adverbs small, 
Engaged in sharp contention ; 
But how they made each other hear 
Tradition doth not make appear. 


THEN was a sprite of subtle frame, 
With rainbow tints invested ; 
On clouds of dazzling light she came 
. And stars her forehead crested ; 
Her sparkling eye of azure hue, 
Seemed borrowed from the distant blue. 


NOW rested on the solid earth, 
And sober was her vesture ; 
She seldom either griefor mirth 
Expressed by word or gesture ; 
Composed, sedate, and firm she stood, 
And looked industrious calm and good. 











THEN sung a wild fantastic song, 
Light as the gale she fles on; 
Still stretching as she sailed along, 
* ‘Towards the far horizon ; 
Where clouds of radiance fringed with gold. 
O’er hills of emerald gaily roll’d. 


NOW rarely raised her sober eye, 
To view that golden distance ; 
Nor let one idle minute fly, 
In hopes of THEN’S assistance ; 
But with busy hands she stood, 
Intent on doing present good. 


See ate the sweet but homely fare 
That passing moments brought her, 
While THEN expecting dainties rare, 
Despised such bread aod water ; 
And waited for the fruit, and flowers 
Of future still receding hours. 


NOW venturing once to ask her why, 
She answered with invective ; 

And pointed, as she made reply, 
Towards that long perspective 

Of years to come, in distance blue, 

Wherein she meant to eat and do. 


* Alas!” says she, “ how hard you toil, 
W ith undivided sadness ; 

Behold yon land of wine and oil, 
Those sunny hills of gladness,— 

Those joys I wait with eager brow ;” 

And so you will, said NOW. 


That fairy land that looks so real, 
Recedes as you pursue it ; 

Thus while you wait for tines ideal 
I take my work and do it. 

Intent to form when time is gone, 

A pleasant part to look upon. 


Ah, wel! said THEN, I envy not 
Your dull fatiguing labors, 
Aspiring to a brighter lot, 
With thousands of my neighbors, 
Soon as I reach that golden hill :— 
But that, says NOW, you never will. 


And e’en suppose you should, says she, 
(Though mortal ne’er attained it,) 

Your nature you must change with me 
The moment you have gained it ; 

Since hope fulfilled, you must allow, 

Turns NOW to THEN, and THEN to NOW. 


(G- NOTICE. 

Just published, and for sale at this office, and 
at the Bookstore of R. W. Haskins & Co. a 
Discourse delivered at the Universalist church, 
inthe city of Hudson, N. Y. by the Rev. Da- 
vip PicKERING, in answer to the objections ad- 
duced by Dr. Amos Carrenter, a respectable 
Quaker preacher, against the doctrine ef Uni- 
versal Salvation. The Discourse was highly 
approved by the Rev. Abner Kneeland of Phil- 
adelphia, and the Rev. Hesea Ballou, of Bos- 

ton.— Price 25 cts. 
—_—_—_—_—_____——— 
PUBLISHED EVERY FRIDAY, AT $2 PER ANN. PAYA- 
BLE HALF YEARLY IN ADVANCE. WM. A. SALISRURY, 

PRINTER. 





